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Paper. Compulsory recovery of waste paper had been organ-
ized from May 15, 1940, by a decree now abrogated. It is
regulated to-day by the law of January 23, 1941, on the recovery
of waste, and by an order of February 12, 1941 (see below under
"Waste")-
Petrol. The problem of petrol is the one that has most fre-
quently exercised the public powers, as the scarcity of fuel is the
fundamental cause of the transport crisis.
A decree published on September 28, 1940, granted advances
for oil prospecting, but that is a very long-term measure, and other
less distant solutions had to be sought.
Many satisfactory experiments were made in the use of gas
generators employing wood, or more usually wood charcoal, and
permissions have been given for the construction of 50,000
generators. But even the use of gas generators is limited by the
lack of iron plate for their construction, and by the production of
charcoal.
Many hundreds of motor-buses in Paris run on coal-gas.
The manufacture of electric vehicles with accumulators has been
taken up again (Licorne).
Other experiments, more or less successful, have been tried
for the use of acetylene, or a fuel with a calcium carbide basis
(Le Tempsi August 26, 1940), or a fuel from wood waste, bark,
leaves, and potato haulms (Le Temps\ January 28, 1941). The use
of acetylene, however, has since been prohibited (Radio-Paris,
July 8, 1941).
An exhibition of substitute motor fuels was held at Riom in
February 1941.
The question has been well stated in a work with a preface by
Belin, then Secretary of State for Industrial Production (Shall we
have Petrol Soon?, published by Flammarion in January 1941).
The author concludes that by making use of all France's resources
in petroleum, and all substitutes at the same time (he mentions
shales, compressed gas, benzol, alcohol, gas generators), in two
years "if all goes well," and at enormous cost, France will be able
to produce or make substitutes for 100,000 tons of petrol a month
to meet a normal consumption of twice thatjamount.
We should note that for the colonies it is anticipated that palm
oil will take the place of petrol (Radio-Paris, May 17, 1941).
Rennet. The collecting of the rennet stomachs of calves, sucking
lambs and kids for the needs of the dairy industry is compulsory
(Law of April 18, 1941).
Saccharine. A decree of September 4, 1940, altered by a decree
of April n, 1941, in order to make up for the shortage of sugar
authorized the use of saccharine in the manufacture of certain food